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April 20, 2011

Secretary Marlene H. Dortch

Office of the Secretary

Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, S.W.

Washington, D.C. 20554

Re:  WC Docket No. 09-197: Opposition of California Rural ILECs to
Requests for Forbearance From Rural "Service Area" Requirements
in 47 U.S.C. Section 214(e)(5) and 47 C.F.R. Section 54.207 by NTCH, Inc.
and Cricket Communications, Inc.

Dear Secretary Dortch:

On behalf of a group of small, rural Incumbent Local Exchange Carriers serving rural and
remote areas of California (collectively, the "California Rural ILECs"'), we are writing to
express concerns regarding two pending requests for forbearance from the requirement that
prospective Eligible Telecommunications Carriers ("ETCs") serve the entirety of the rural
telephone company service areas in which they seek designation. In separate requests for
forbearance, NTCH, Inc. ("NTCH") and Cricket Communications, Inc. ("Cricket") (collectively,
"Petitioners") ask the Federal Communications Commission ("FCC") to forbear from applying
the requirements of 47 U.S.C. Section 214(e)(5) and 47 C.F.R. Section 54.207 in connection
with Petitioners’ respective requests for ETC designation for the purpose of providing federal
Lifeline subsidies within their wireless service territories. The requirements at issue state that a
prospective ETC must serve the entirety of each rural telephone company exchange area in
which it seeks designation. To deviate from these requirements, the applicant must follow a
specific procedure for service area redefinition, as outlined in 47 C.F.R. Section 54.207.

! The California Rural ILECs are the following carriers: Calaveras Telephone Company,
Cal-Ore Telephone Co., Ducor Telephone Company, Foresthill Telephone Co., Happy Valley
Telephone Company, Hornitos Telephone Company, Kerman Telephone Company, Pinnacles
Telephone Co., The Ponderosa Telephone Co., Sierra Telephone Company, Inc., The Siskiyou
Telephone Company, Volcano Telephone Company, and Winterhaven Telephone Company.
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